GOD IS STILL ON THE THRONE – REVELATION 4 & 5 
THE GOD WE WORSHIP - a throne at the centre of the universe

Mighty 

Lord of creation – lion: noblest; ox: strongest; man: wisest; eagle: loftiest
Sevenfold Spirit – Isaiah 11.2

Merciful – rainbow

Holy - sea of glass

· “holy” – “separate”, different”, “high and lifted up” (Isaiah 6.1)

· thunder and lightning (Exodus 19.16)

Eternal – elders: 12 tribes and 12 apostles – the whole people of God
Our response – submission and praise

THE SAVIOUR WE WORSHIP 

The Scroll – God’s plan for the world 
The Saviour
   Lamb – wounds, sacrifice (Heb. 9.26)
   Lion – victory: horns – strength; eyes – all-seeing
The Song
   Past – purchased

   Future – reigning (chapter 20)
   Present – kingly priesthood (I Peter 2.9 & 10)
How we worship
   



  song – Psalm 95.2; 96.1
   



  noise – Psalm 66.; 100.1
   



  continuity – “day and night”
   



  prayer – incense

   



  prostration
WARS AND RUMOURS OF WARS – REV. 6.1-8.5 
Things are going to get worse 

God is still on the throne

Therefore you can be an overcomer

Central section: all the time between Christ’s first and second comings:
                     7 seals, 7 trumpets, 7 bowls of God’s wrath  

SUFFERING FOR THE EARTH – seven seals 
Power-seeking – war – famine - disease and death (horsemen: Zech.1-8)

Martyrdom (see Rev. 2.11)

World catastrophe (Ezek.38.19; Joel 2.13; Isaiah 34.4 & 2.10; Hosea 10.8) 
SECURITY FOR GOD’S PEOPLE  

“After this” – John could see only one thing at a time.
Sealed with the Holy Spirit: Eph. 1.13

The Sealing on Earth
When: all the time between the first and second comings
Why: protection – Ezek. 9.1-6
Who: all Christians – 144,000 = 12 X 12 X 10 X 10 X 10:completeness
The Blessings of Heaven
For all of God’s people: they all serve him and have all been cleansed   

Intimate fellowship

Freedom from ills 

Complete satisfaction

THE PRAYERS OF THE SAINTS – 7th seal 

Prayer can be sacrificial for us

Prayer is pleasing to God

Prayer is powerful for the world:
The prayers of God’s people cause all these things to happen.
WITNESS TO A BROKEN PLANET – REVELATION 8.6-10.11

THE SEVEN TRUMPETS – JUDGMENT ON THE WORLD 
Romans 8.21 & 22: “Creation groans”, as in the first four judgments:
The earth scorched – rain forests destroyed, deserts encroaching

The sea polluted – sewage, wrecked oil tankers

Fresh water contaminated – chemicals from factories and farmland

Light diminished - volcanic eruptions, locusts

This is followed be two “woes”:
Pain for the ungodly (9.1-11)
Locusts = horde of evil spirits from the Abyss, with a leader
Great physical and emotional pain – people long to die

Death for the ungodly (9.10-21)
200 million mounted horsemen kill one third of the world’s population.

Two encouragements: 

The sovereignty of God 

“was given” – the enemy can do only what God allows, and no more

The mercy of God
One third of the population is affected, so two thirds are not.

They are given a stern warning: “Repent while there is still time.”
Pharaoh refused to heed this warning – Exodus chapters 7-12.
This means that the world desperately needs to hear the gospel.

GOD’S PURPOSES FULFILLED – HOW THE GOSPEL COMES
GOD DECREES (10.1-7)
The angel is probably Jesus – see the description in chapter 1
What he does - astride the world: ruling  

What he says - “No more delay” – God’s purposes will be fulfilled
MAN DECLARES (10.8-11)
The Word of God is sweet (Jer. 15.16; Ezek. 3.1-3) 

The Word of God is bitter – negative reactions to the gospel
The gospel comes through the witnessing church – chapter 11           

WITNESS AND WARFARE – REVELATION 11 & 12
The two witnesses symbolise the witnessing church:

     They are “lampstands”; in 1.20 the lampstands are churches.
     The beast makes war against them (11.7) and against the saints (13.7).
     All the inhabitants of the world gloat over their bodies (11.10).
WITNESS – chapter 11

Proclamation, accompanied by deeds of power, 

   as with Moses and Elijah (6).

The Early Church’s message was confirmed with signs (Acts 4.29 & 30). 

Persecution, as experienced and foretold by Jesus (John 15.18-27)

The Church suffers martyrdom and scorn for the martyrs’ bodies.
Protection
God’s people are protected until their work is done (5).
(Vv. 1 & 2: measuring symbolises preserving and protecting God’s people)
Punishment and vindication
God sends judgment on the persecutors (verse 13).

He says, “Come up here” to the persecuted (verse 12).

The angel blows the seventh trumpet (11.15-19).

This ushers in the Lord’s return and the Last Judgment.
Jesus puts a full end to Satan’s rule and reigns supreme (17).

God’s wrath is poured out on sinners, and God’s people are rewarded (18).

WARFARE – chapter 12

On Earth (1-6)
The son: Jesus; the woman: Israel (Micah 5.3); the dragon Satan (9).
Satan opposes: he tried to destroy Jesus throughout his ministry, 

God protects: he took him back to heaven.
In heaven (7-12)
What happens on earth is part of the war between God and Satan.
Satan has been “hurled down” to earth – the victory of the cross (10f).

On earth (13-17)

God’s people are under increasing attack (verse 12)
God’s people overcome by the blood of the Lamb, the word of their 

      testimony (that Jesus is Lord) and their willingness to die (11).
SATAN’S STRATEGY AND THE SAINTS’ SECURITY 

– REVELATION 13 & 14
SATAN’S STRATEGY
THE FIRST BEAST – TOTALITARIAN GOVERNMENT 

Daniel 7.1-15 shows that the beast represents government.

Its power comes from the dragon (Satan) – verse 2b

In John’s day, the beast was the Roman Empire.

It represents any totalitarian government, e.g. Communism.

It refuses to give up.- verse 3

It has great power and overcomes even mortal wounds 
It speaks blasphemies – verse 6

It persecutes God’s people savagely – 7

THE SECOND BEAST – FALSE RELIGION 

Totalitarian government enlists religion to support it.

Its appearance is deceptive – verse 11
Therefore people need discernment (I John 4.1-3)

It supports the first beast – verse12
Then: Caesar worship

Today: national identity linked to religious faith (Hinduism, Islam….)
It has supernatural power – verses 13 & 14 (cf. Mark 13.22)

It puts savage restrictions on non-conformists 

7 is the number of perfection; 666 (less than 7) speaks of great wickedness.
THE SAINTS’ SECURITY 

BLISS FOR GOD’S PEOPLE
Their Praise – verses 2 & 3

Their Loyalty – verse 4b

Their purity – verses 4 & 5

JUDGMENT FOR SATAN’S PEOPLE
City and individual – Babylon is any godless, wicked city (verse 8; chs. 
Wrath and reward - verses 9-13



         17 & 18)

Wheat and grapes – wheat in barns (Matthew 13.24–30; 36-43) 

                                   grapes trampled to destruction (14-20)

THE JUDGMENTS OF GOD – REVELATION 15-17
Every human longs for justice because we are all made in the image of God

God’s judgments are certain, for he is still on the throne
God’s judgments are just (15.3; 16.5-7)

SEVEN BOWLS OF WRATH (chapter 16)
The three “sevens” cover the time between the First and Second Comings.
The bowls seem to indicate an increase of disasters in scope and severity.

Cf: “Let both grow together” (Matthew 13.30)

Painful Disease (2)
Polluted Seawater (3; also 8.8)
Polluted Fresh Water (4-7)
Intense Heat (8 & 9)
Darkness and Pain (10 & 11; Joel 2.31; Matthew 24.29)
Worldwide War (12-16; Haggai 2.21 & 22)
THE ANTI-GOD CITY (chapter 17): spiritual prostitution – e.g. Jer. 3.9

The anti-God trinity


The beast – totalitarian government


The false prophet – false religion


Babylon – the anti-God city
Babylon 

Rome 

A great city in the future (15 & 18) – the supreme and final example
Its size (18)
Its power (12 & 15)
Its seductiveness (3-5)
Its cruelty (6 & 14)
ENCOURAGEMENTS 

A Short Time: “one hour” (12)
A Sovereign Lord: “Lord of lords and King of kings” (14)
A Secure People: the book of life (8)
              “called, chosen and faithful” (14)

THE GODLESS CITY FALLS & THE LORD RETURNS Rev 18 &19
JUDGMENT ON THE GODLESS CITY (chapter 18)
DESERVED  (1-8)
Sorcery – 23, also Deuteronomy 18.9-13

Immorality – 3

Excessive luxury – 3 (celebrity weddings)
Pride – 7

Slavery - 13 (1.2 million people trafficked each year – UN estimate)
Corruption of others – 19.2

Persecution and martyrdom – 24 

SUDDEN  (9-20) – “in one hour”

COMPLETE  (21-24) – “never again”

“Come out”- in the world but not of the world (John 17.15 & 16)
THE SECOND COMING  (chapter 19) 
REJOICING IN HEAVEN  (1-10)
Babylon has fallen – God’s judgments are “true and just” (2)

The Bridegroom is coming
     Betrothal – II Corinthians 11.2

     Interval – seems a long time to us; only a short time to Jesus

     Dowry, paid by groom to father of bride – John 3.16
     Preparation – washing (I John 1.7-9); clothing (8 – cf. Gal. 5.22 & 23)

     Procession – I Thess. 4.16-18; II Thess. 1.7-10
     Wedding Feast - 9
THE RETURN TO EARTH  (11-21)

His appearance
     His character – “faithful and true”; he fights “with justice” (11 & 12)

     His eyes – he sees and knows everything (12; cf. 1.14)

     His crowns – many, for he rules many peoples: “King of kings…” (16) 

     His clothes - dipped in the blood of his defeated enemies (13; cf. Is. 63)
     His name – only Jesus knows this, because name speaks of man’s nature

     His sword – to rule the nations (15)

His activity
There is no fighting; Jesus wins the victory by speaking (21)

The Beast (totalitarian government) and False Prophet (false religion) are 

     thrown into the lake of fire.

Second feast – gruesome and horrible

Perseverance and Purity
REVELATION 20: YOUR KINGDOM COME….ON EARTH  

THE MILLENNIUM
SATAN REMOVED

“Seized, bound, thrown, locked and sealed” 
The Abyss (Tartarus) – lowest part of the world of the dead

SAINTS REIGNING 

Christians will receive new bodies (“the first resurrection”)

They will reign with Christ on earth.

The petition “Your kingdom come….on earth” will be answered.

Also: Luke 1.32; Matt. 5.5; 19.28; 20.23; Luke 19.17; Acts 1.6 & 7;

      I Cor. 6.2; II Tim. 2.12.

Jesus will be vindicated on earth.

SATAN RELEASED 

It will not be a democracy, but not everyone will like a theocracy.

There will be resentment and rebellion in many hearts.

People will make the same decision as Adam and Eve.

That is why Satan will be able to gather a large army.

It will be burned up, and Satan will be consigned to the lake of fire.

THE LAST JUDGMENT 
The second resurrection: John 5.28 & 29
THEJUDGE - Jesus (John 5.33; Acts 17.31)

THE ACCUSED – everyone (John 5.28; Daniel12.2)

THE EVIDENCE – the books (Daniel 7.10)

THE VERDICT – Guilty” (Romans 3.23)

THE SENTENCE –

Physical discomfort – Matt. 25.41


Mental and emotional distress – Matt. 13.42 & 50


Moral depravity – Romans 1.18f


Social isolation  - Luke 16.23 & 24; Matt. 22.11f


Spiritual death – Matt. 22.13; 25.30
THE LAMB’S BOOK OF LIFE
Stop trusting in your own righteousness

Trust Jesus to forgive you.

Commit your life to him
REVELATION 21 & 22: “OH, THAT WILL BE GLORY FOR US!”.

“I am making everything new.”  21.5

The new heaven and earth is not a revamped version of the old.  
COMMUNITY “I will.be your God & you will be my people.”  Lev 26.12
Jesus with us temporarily (Isaiah 7.14) and the Spirit with us invisibly

God with us permanently – 21.3
BEAUTY – “a bride beautifully dressed”  21.2

Glory and brilliance – 21.11; city made of pure gold.  21.18

Foundations decorated with precious stones; gates of pearl.  21.19-21  

SERENITY – “no more death or mourning or crying or pain”  21.4
“God will wipe every tear from their eyes.”  21.4; cf.7.17

SATIETY – “To him who is thirsty I will give to drink without cost.” 21.6
PURITY – “Nothing impure will ever enter it”  21.27;  II Peter 3.13 & 14
GLORY – “The glory of God gives it light”  21.23
Shekinah cloud of God’s glory (Ex. 16.10); Transfiguration (Mark 9.3)
SECURITY – “Its wall was 144 cubits thick.”  21.17
John 10.28 & 29; Romans 8.38 & 39

VITALITY – “The river of the water of life”  22.1 & 2, fulfilling Ezek. 47

“The healing of the nations” - no graveyards and no doctors.  22.2

ACTIVITY – “His servants will worship / serve him”  22.3
“And they will reign for ever and ever.”  22.5

INTIMACY – “They will see his face”  22.4.  Cf. I Cor. 13.12
· Foretaste now – Ephesians 1.14; Hebrews 6.5 

· Prepare now – II Peter 3.11-14
· Endure now ; be an overcomer – 21.7
